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the Commissioners gave as to their authority, and that the British Indians
ceased to participate in their deliberations. The Commissioners add that
their work was interrupted by the decision of the Supreme Court in the
now famous test case about the right of a British Indian to trade freely
in the Colony. Knowing, as he must have done, all these facts in con-
nection with the report, it is strange that a responsible politician like
Mr. Loveday should allow himself thus to mislead the public by making
a statement which cannot be proved. I admit that the Indian population
in the Location at Pretoria has increased* Probably, it has increased also
in Pietcrsburg and Potchcfstroom. Will he also take note of the fact that
the Location in Johannesburg has been wiped out; that there are not at
present half the number of the British Indians who used to occupy the
old Location; and that, during the last three months, not less than 300
Indians have left Johannesburg ? According to the statistics placed before
Mr. Conynghatn Greene, there were in the Transvaal before the war
15,000 Indians, Not more than 12,000 permits have been issued to them
by the Permit Department, and as the number of Indians leaving the
Colony is greater than the number that is allowed to enter the Colony,
I venture to submit that there arc at present in the Colony less than 12,000
Indians. Mr. Loveday adds that indentured Indians of Natal, who have
just become free, have gone to Potchefstroom and established themselves,
a fact which is resented by the Indians themselves in Potchefstroom, Will
the honourable gentleman condescend to give the names of the Indians
who have thus entered the Colony? He would certainly then be rendering
a great service to his constituents, the anti-Asiatic vlgiianls. Will he also
be pleased to give the names of the Indians who have stated that they
are being inundated by Indians from Natal, and if he cannot, will he
have the grace to withdraw the serious statements he has made?

J am* etc.,
M. K, GANDHI
Indian Opinion, 24-64905

427. LETTER TO DADABHAI NAORQJI*
[Prior to June 24, 1905]
[TO
THE HONOURABLE DADABHAI NAQROJI
22 KENNINGTON ROAD
LONDON, S. E.
SIR,]
I send herewith copy of Indian Opinion. The leading article shows
to what extent it has now become possible under Law 3 of 1885 for the
l The original is not available.   We reproduce here the extract quoted by Dadabhw
Naoroji in his letter of June 24, 1905 to the Secretary of State for